
 

 

An Associate of Adult, Community and Further Education, Southern Region 
ABN: 71 634 615 083  

6E Henry Street Pakenham 3810 
Postal Address: PO Box 145 Pakenham 3810 

 5941 4164   
 Email: info@u3acardinia.org.au  

1 
 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 

President’s report 

Winter has hit with a vengeance, but we are still here providing our interesting classes and 
activities. 

As we draw to the close of term 2 we are looking forward to the offerings for third term. 

• Yoga will not be on as Sandra is going away.  She will be back in time to start again 
in term 4, so keep practising class members so you are ready. 

• Beading will be offered as a short course in term three.  Deb offered Needle Felting in 
term 2 and it was popular with those who attended.  So let us know if you are 
interested.  Tuesday mornings 10.00 to midday. 

• Dennis is delighted to present British TV Crime Drama.  Come along and enjoy 
watching your old favourites and discussing them.  Mondays 10.00 to midday. 

• Have you ever wondered why we have wars?  Come to our new Military History of 
the 20th Century course to see if you can find the answers.  Friday 11.00 to 12.30. 

For further information on our courses please check our website:  

https://u3acardinia.org.au/courses-activities/#timetableTop 

At the committee meeting we have been looking at what courses other U3A’s are offering to 
see if they are suitable for us.  Please let us know of any courses you would like to attend or 
can lead. 

As always you the members have input into what courses we run. 

School holidays are coming up.  We will close on Friday June 22nd 2022 and reopen on 
Monday July 11th, 2022.  Have a lovely break and keep well. 

 

Gaylene Falconer 

President. 

 

 

https://u3acardinia.org.au/courses-activities/#timetableTop
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COURSES & ACTIVITIES 

U3A offer a range of courses and activities, of varying lengths, that are held in venues 
throughout our area. 

Prospective tutors for new classes are always welcome. 

Contact our president, Gaylene, 59414164 

Follow the link to timetable for July:  

https://u3acardinia.org.au/courses-activities/#timetableTop 

Term Start             End 

3 11 Jul 2022 16 Sep 2022 

4 03 Oct 2022 09 Dec 2022 

ART  

Come and join this lively art group using a range of mediums to 
draw from life and nature in all its glory. This is not an 
instructional course. Rather it is more for people wishing to have 
fun and improve their skills. 

BEADING 

A new class will begin in Term 3 with Debbie as the tutor of the beading class. It will be held 
on Tuesday from Tuesdays, 10:00 am to midday. 

Below are some examples of the type of beading that can be created. 
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BOOK CLUB   

Barbara’s Book Club 

Reading by yourself is a fantastic way to relax and unwind, but reading with others in a book 
club can also be a great way to escape the world yet still maintain a sense of camaraderie. 

Barbara White has convened the book club at U3A for a number of years and it is held at the 
Pakenham Library on the first Wednesday of each month. The books are supplied through a 
central organisation and are borrowed through the library. Each member of the group has the 
opportunity to choose a book that will be read by the whole group. 

We are a diverse group with a varying tastes in reading matter and Pat commented that, ‘It 
forced me to actually read’ and look at the content of some books ‘from a different 
perspective.’ Theo said he ‘not only enjoyed the books, but also the discussion’ that comes 
from 10 people reading the same novel. Bev liked the ‘sometimes surprising viewpoints’ 
about different issues that the books raise.  
 
Margaret summed up the sentiment held by our book club members. Within an atmosphere of 
friendship and warmth, we all have one thing in common, the text for the said month.  
However, rarely if ever, do all members unanimously agree on their findings for the 
narrative. This is what makes our gatherings extremely enjoyable hearing all members' 
interpretation of the book and feeling comfortable discussing how they have arrived at their 
findings.   
 
GAMES  

 

 

If you are a scrabble player or want to learn, come along for a game.  

HISTORY 

Medieval History: Walk through the 5th to the late 15th centuries of Europe and the Middle 
Ages. 

Ancient History: Discover the many marvels of Ancient and Natural history 

Military History: This is a new addition to the variety of history that U3A offers. 
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LEARN  

French: 

This class covers French grammar, pronunciation and phrases 
suitable for travellers. 

HOBBIES 

Card Making: for further details please follow the link to course for the next term. 

Craft: for further details please follow the link to course for the next term. 

Needle felting: Create a picture on wool fabric which in turn can be fashioned into items 
such as zip bags, spectacle cases, etc. 

T.V Crime Drama: Dennis is delighted to present British TV Crime Drama.  Come along and enjoy 
watching your old favourites and discussing them.  Mondays 10.00 to midday. 

Stitches  

Learn what your sewing machines can do.  

We have 6 sewing machines, 2 overlockers and one 
embroidery machine for your use. 

Repair existing work or design your own creation with the assistance of our talented tutor. 

Family History 

Family history is held once a month on the fourth Tuesday of the month from 10:00 am to 12 
midday. 
The aim of the course is to search the web for free access to information and records about 
our ancestors.  We have mainly searched Australian and British records so far as that is where 
most of the participants' ancestors are from.  We will branch out to other areas as needed. 
So far we have investigated the resources in the library, Trove, a newspaper site, National 
Archives of Australia and the birth, Deaths and Marriages sites for each state.  I am also 
trying to encourage people to write short stories about their ancestors which can later be 
compiled into a family history. 
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Family History: Anne Claire Bevilacqua has been delving into her family history and this 
is what she has discovered. 
 
Ethel Alice Mitchell (married name: Ethel Alice Beck) was born in Walhalla, Victoria, in 
1888. She was one of 8 children born to Doretta Klein and John Mitchell. (The 1st child died 
soon after birth). 

Ethel married Thomas Clair Beck in 1910. Their marriage was also in Walhalla. 

She died, peacefully, in Berwick in 1972. She was 84 years old. 

Her values are entrenched with mine; as she lived with my childhood family from the time I 
was born until my age of 15years. She taught me knitting, crochet and cooking. I well 
remember her Cornish pasties on a cold winter night. They always had to have swede in 
them! 

Gran’s parents were John Mitchell and Doretta Klein. John came from Cornwall on the Ship 
“Essex” in 1871. He also had 9 siblings who came to Australia at different times. He came 
from Gwinear Cornwall. Doretta came from Germany, Wuttenberg, born in 1862. 

I do not know, as yet, where she met John Mitchell. I do know that she died in 1897 of cancer 
And died in New Zealand. She was only 35 years old. My Gran was 9 years old then. Gran 
was one of 7 living children. Her siblings names were May, Jim, Fred, Bert, Elizabeth and 
Doris. Doris was 12months old when her mum died. 

John Mitchell (my Great Grandad) sent to one of his married sisters, a Jane Barnes in her 60s) 
who came and helped him get back on his feet and managed his household. The baby, Doris, 
was sent to Doretta’s sister, Alice Humphries. 

As I finish this short piece of writing, I can only wonder where my Gran’s parents met; and 
why her Mum (Doretta) died in New Zealand. There are so many gaps! I wonder too if my 
Gran’s middle name Alice, was after Doretta’s sister’s name of Alice Humphries. 

So onwards I plod with the valuable information passed onto me by my own Mum, Margery 
Claire Dunstan. 

Thank you to Gaylene too, for encouraging us to write about our family history findings. I 
hope this encourages more people to join us in family history searches. By Anne Claire 
Bevilacqua 28/05/2022 
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WALKING GROUP  

Rediscover parks, gardens and lakes. Small group of 12, 
must have a car to meet at various locations. Depending on 
group fitness a tailored walk will be made available for all 
fitness levels.  

Closed in shoes, a hat and water bottle & Sun Screen are essential. (or Rain Coat if 
applicable)  

You are welcome to join in for a cup of tea or coffee at a nearby cafe afterwards.  

YOGA  

To reduce stress, improves balance, mobility, immunity and lung function come along 
and join the yoga group. 

Classes will resume in Term 4 when Sandra 
returns  

U3A LUNCH 
A group of 20 U3A members met at The Hill in Berwick for lunch, which was enjoyed by all. 
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CONGRATUALTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  A big hello from all at U3A to Peter White.  
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Finally a Few Funnies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


